Independent Contractor or
EATE& NEwMAN'}

sbl.net

FEPRINGFIELD BUSIMES

5 JOURNAL OMLINE

sanctions/penall

Nasdaqagy

PEOPLES BANK

OFTHE OZARKS

MOST POPULAR STORIES

1. OTC names new academic
affairs leader

2. Springfield businesses nab
$1.6M in low-interest loans

3. Nuclear company selects
MO for manufacturing project

4. Newsmakers: April 16-22,
2012

5. Simmons First posts $6.4M
profits

6. From the Ground Up: Deep
Elm

7. San Francisco Oven
franchise files for bankruptcy

8. Business Spotlight: Farm to
Fork

5. SGF director Weiler works
to market airport

10. Green developer forwards
Farmers Park project

1S NEWS & WEATHER

* Youth facility Delmina
Woods uses group
restraint to calm students

* More college grads
pushing the life button to
‘pause’ to pav off loans

Remove <H He

1
=%
o

1

SUBSCRIBE EVENTS EXPERTS

share =

home : top stories | top stories

2142011 11 S A
2 s A

Gnvernment grant to aid Springfield’s
Rainbow Network

Chris Wrinkle
Reporter

The Rainbow Network has received a $40,000 grant from the U.5.
Agency for International Development for 1,150 children to
participate in Rainbow Network’s primary school programs that
promote reading, writing and arithmetic, according to Ryan Owen,
U.S. director for Rainbow.

“We're continuing to talk with them about something that could be
much larger,” Owen said. “We're not sure yet on the timeline.”

The grant will support the agency’s program in 12 communities in the
Ciudad Sandino, Nagarote, La Paz Centro and El Crucero networks in
Nicaragua. The grant was awarded because of Rainbow Network’s
history of operating education programs successfully despite the
challenges of working in rural Nicaragua.

Rainbow Network's Nicaraguan and U.5. staff worked together to
complete the necessary application and to meet with USAID personnel

regarding the funding.

“It’s really the first ime we've partnered with the government like
this,” Owen said. “We met with officials at the U.5. embassy.

“It was exciting because our goals seemed perfectly aligned.”

Owen said the money would be used to purchase school supplies,
including notebooks, pencils, crayons and construction paper.

Founded in 1995 by Keith Jaspers, who with his wife, Karen, owns




. iunl-::in fr;r él aat deal Days Inn, Howard Johnson, Red Roof Inn and Day by Day Tours in
. & Branson, The Rainbow Network is a Springfield-based nonprofit that

on books, then get ready supports efforts to children in Nicaragua.

for the Friends of the
Library Spring Book The Rainbow Network provides financial support but also works in
Sale coming up next partnership with the Nicaraguan villagers.
weellc . Nearly 5o Nicaraguan staff members and a handful of employees in
® Springfield police use Springfield, at 3834 South Ave., help to keep the operation running
grant money to crack smoothly. But the bulk of the work is done by its 2,000 to 3,000
down on underage Nicaraguan daily volunteers.
drinking . The Rainbow Network controls the funding — about $2 million is raised
* KSPR Commmunity annually — but the Nicaraguan staff members make decisions on behalf
Closeup Cooking with of the community.
Amy Harmon

“We're excited to receive recognition from somebody like USAID,”
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